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TAKE NOTE

SLEMCO HONORS

Thirty-seven SLEMCO employees 
and board members are receiving service 
awards in December for a combined total 
of 692 years of service to the company.  

Three employees are retired in 2024.  
They include Greg Fontenot, Engineering 
Information Systems Supervisor from 
Lafayette with 25 years of service; Victoria 
Albert, Accounting Supervisor from 
Youngsville with 39 years of service; 
and Chad Miller, Serviceman from 
Church Point with 33 years of service.

Senior Field Engineer James 
Alleman of Breaux Bridge is 
celebrating 40 years with SLEMCO.

Celebrating 35 years of service is 
Washington District Superintendent 
Paul Cormier of Morrow.

Two employees are marking 30 years 
each with the company.  They are Crowley 
District Superintendent Chad Dommert 
of Egan and Warehouse Data Entry Clerk 
Tennielle Angelle of Breaux Bridge.

Marking their 25th year of 
service to SLEMCO are Mechanic 
Shop Foreman Brent Bidstrup of 
Opelousas; Underground Locator 
Denise Lantier of Morse; Serviceman 
Felix Guidry III of Rayne; Serviceman 
James Moore of Kaplan; Overhead 
Line Foreman Seth Sebastien of 
Opelousas; and Member Services 
Specialist Sheryl Hebert of Lafayette.

Three employees are celebrating 20 
years each with the company: Member 
Services Manager Carlotta Lamartina of 
Duson; Overhead Line Foreman Dustin 

Stelly of Abbeville; and Human Resources 
Manager Mandi Guidry of Rayne.

Celebrating 15 years of service each 
to SLEMCO are Inventory Control 
Specialist Carissa Bodin of Youngsville; 
ROW Assistant Supervisor David 
Mistric of Church Point; Mechanic 
Jamie Ryder of Port Barre; Dispatcher 
II Johnny Boudreaux of Broussard; 
Warehouse Foreman Kevin Benoit 
of Carencro; Member Services 
Representative Marlene Parks of Church 
Point; Lead Member Services Clerk 
Michelle Duhon of Carencro; and 
Member Services Quality Assurance 
Specialist Shannon Breaux of Duson.

Thirteen SLEMCO employees are 
celebrating their 10th anniversary with the 
company.  They are Substation Technician 
III Blake Bourgeois of Broussard; Class 
B-2 Lineman Caine Campbell of Kaplan; 
Dispatcher II Cindy St. Julien of Duson; 
St. Martin Parish Board Member Don 
Resweber of St. Martinville; Substation 
Meter Technician III Dylan Frederick 
of Arnaudville; Underground Locator 
Garrett Guillot of Church Point; Lafayette 
Parish Board Member Johnny Meaux of 
Lafayette; ROW Tree Trimmer Foreman 
Jordan LeBlanc of Opelousas; Class A 
Underground Crewman Kale Patin of 
Breaux Bridge; Class A Underground 
Crewman Michael Naquin of Breaux 
Bridge; Substation Foreman Mickey 
Pontiff of Henderson; Mapping Technician 
Tanner Myers of Opelousas; and Class 
B-2 Lineman Tyler Rogers of Crowley.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 2024 SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

All SLEMCO offices  
will be closed for 
holidays on the 
following dates

JANUARY 1 

MARCH 4 

APRIL 18 

MAY 26 

JULY 4 

SEPTEMBER 1 

NOVEMBER 11

NOVEMBER 27 & 28 

DECEMBER 24 & 25 

JANUARY 1, 2026

New Year’s Day
Mardi Gras
Good Friday
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Holiday
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
New Year’s Day

EMPLOYEE 
MILESTONES

HappyHolidays
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FIND YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER AND WIN $100 CREDITS!
WE’VE HIDDEN 10 SLEMCO ACCOUNT NUMBERS IN THIS ISSUE OF THE MAGAZINE.
Look to see if you find your SLEMCO account number. If you do, call Michelle Courvelle  
at (337) 896-2504. Once she verifies you as a winner, she’ll credit $100 to your  
SLEMCO account. Lucky Number: 2053072501. 

B OA R D  M E M B E R  SPOTLIGHT

ST. MARTIN PARISH BOARD 

MEMBER JEREMY MELANCON OF 
Catahoula has a strong commitment 
to serving others. Whether serving his 
community as a Fire Chief and Firefighter, 
or serving the SLEMCO membership as 
their board representative, in his mind, 
life is best when you are doing for others. 
Serving on SLEMCO’s Board has allowed 
him to reassure customers’ minds when 
outages occur or when they have service 
questions. Lucky Number: 4504632900.

“I really like helping people out,” Jeremy 
says. “I always have. That’s what I see as my 
most important role as Board Member – 
assisting both employees and members.”

Equally important to him is doing the 
right thing when making decisions.

“Finding solutions to ever-changing 
electric industry issues and making sure we 
make sound business decisions is the most 
challenging — and most rewarding —  
part of serving on SLEMCO’s board,”  
he explained.

“The past few years have been tough. 
Supply chain problems and increased costs 
for equipment and material have meant 
tightening our belt and operating as lean as 
we can, while still getting the job done.”

SLEMCO and Jeremy go way back to  
the early ’90s. Lucky Number: 1206337016.

“My aunt went to the annual meeting 
one year with my grandmother,” he 
recalls. “When the meeting ended, they 
had forgotten where they parked. So, they 
waited until everyone else left, making it 
really easy to find their vehicle in the empty 
parking lot.” He chuckles and says he’s 
never forgotten that story.

If you look at Jeremy’s resume, you 
immediately see he’s been serving others 
all his life. Currently owning the Mosquito 
Squad of Lafayette franchise, he and wife 

Naomi focus not only on mosquito control 
but also eliminating household pests in 
general. He served as the Catahoula Fire 
Chief for 12 years and as a St. Martin Parish 
Firefighter/Operator for 10 years. He also 
worked at his family’s bait shop for 30 years 
out of the 65 it operated throughout St. 
Martin Parish and beyond.  

Not one to stay idle, Jeremy was trained 
as a small engine mechanic and serviced  
all sorts of equipment as a side job for 
many years. He currently works each week 
with LHSAA as a high school football 
referee and baseball umpire throughout  
the Acadiana area.

Bitten by a venomous cottonmouth 
when he was just seven years old, he 
became intrigued with snakes, learned all 
about them and even had one as a pet for 
21 years. To this day, people often send him 
photos of snakes for him to identify.

Jeremy and Naomi have been married 
for 15 years and have three children. Son 
Conley is 14, daughter Jenae turns 12 on 
Thanksgiving Day, and daughter Celina 
is 10. As you can imagine, life is busy and 
filled with baseball, soccer, cheerleading, 
4-H and Youth Group.

The Melancons are Catahoula residents 
and attend Family Church in Lafayette. 

Jeremy Melancon
Dedicated to serving our communities

Houseplants  
In Winter  
How to Keep Them Thriving

Jeremy and Naomi Melancon
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As the days grow shorter and 
temperatures drop, our houseplants 
need a little extra care to make it 
through the winter months. Here 
are some essential tips to help 
them survive — and even thrive 
— through the colder season.

1. Move Plants to Sunnier Spots
Winter sunlight is weaker and lasts for 
fewer hours, which means houseplants 
may not get the light they need. Move 
your plants closer to south or west-
facing windows to capture as much 
daylight as possible and rotate pots 
occasionally for even light exposure.

2. Reduce Watering
With less sunlight and slower growth 
during winter, houseplants don’t need 
as much water. Overwatering is one of 
the most common causes of houseplant 
stress during the winter, leading to root 
rot. Check the soil before watering, and 
only water when the top inch feels dry.

3. Watch Out for  
Temperature Fluctuations
South Louisiana is famous for big 
swings in temperature, and house-
plants are sensitive to big changes. 
Try to maintain a stable indoor tem-
perature and keep plants away from 
vents, doors or frosty windows to 
avoid temperature shock. Most plants 
prefer a range between 60-75°F.

4. Fertilizing: Use Sparingly
Most houseplants go dormant or 
slow their growth during winter, 
so they don’t require much (if any) 
fertilization. If you do choose to 
fertilize, opt for a diluted solution 
once a month, but it’s often bet-
ter to hold off until spring when the 
plants begin actively growing again.

Whether you’re adjusting their 
position for more light or keeping 
a close eye on humidity levels, your 
houseplants will thank you for the 
extra attention this winter. 
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“These people never threw anything away,” John Warner Smith, 
executive director of Shadows-on-the-Teche, is quite pleased to say about the 
Weeks family and its associated lineages. The Weekses and descendants were the 
only family line to occupy New Iberia’s Shadows-on-the-Teche, from the time 
it was built in 1834 until it was accepted as a gift in 1958 by the then-nascent 
National Trust for Historic Preservation as only its third property. Weeks Hall, the 
last of the line, learned on his deathbed that the beautiful antebellum mansion 
would be preserved and shared with the public. 

The family’s legendary reluctance to never dispose of anything has paid huge 
dividends for the National Trust, historians and scholars, and a curious and 
appreciative public. There is not only an exquisite jewel of architecture and gardens, 
but also a tremendous trove of furniture, textiles, household goods and extensive 
documentation of all phases of plantation life. 

“The Shadows has cataloged over 17,000 items, from furniture to receipts for 
the furniture,” Smith says. “It’s very rare for any property to have so much of the 
associated objects and papers.” Lucky Number: 2330217500.

The Shadows-on-the-Teche in New Iberia  
has updated its interpretation to ensure that  
all who were part of its life are fully represented

SHARED 
HISTORY

story and photos by JAMES EDMUNDS

Portrait of Weeks Hall, 1939, by photographer 
Clarence John Laughlin.
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Kate Ferry, pays tribute to the full sweep 
of people involved in plantation life, and 
provides historic context for the span of 
the years the building has stood. It also 
pays special attention to Weeks Hall, the 
family scion who crusaded to preserve 
his ancestral home.

Hall was a talented artist, socialite and 
eccentric who mixed it up with many of 
the celebrities of his day, some of whom 
dropped in on him in New Iberia once 
he had more or less withdrawn to The 
Shadows, where he spent the last decades 
of his life preparing his “Vatican,” as he 
was amused to call it, for transition from 
private residence to public museum. One 
emphasis of the Shadows interpretation 
is to present the dreamy gardens he 
cultivated around the beautiful classically 
styled home.

“This is all due to Weeks Hall,” says 
Smith, gesturing at the statuary and 
graceful horticultural frame with which 
the last descendant gilded the antebellum 
mansion. “Without him, the public 
would have none of this.” 

Long valued by researchers, this 
aggregation of materials has been a key 
asset in the latest evolution of The Shadows’ 
interpretation and presentation. Like 
many historical institutions, The National 
Trust and The Shadows have been keenly 
focused in recent years on ensuring that the 
presentation of historic properties includes 
all the individuals involved, from the land-
owners to the enslaved. 

“We talk as much about the enslaved 
people who were here as about the Weeks 
family,” says Smith, a recent Poet Laureate of 
Louisiana who joined the Shadows in 2023.

In this case, the retentive habits of the 
Weeks family provided an unusually rich 
source of material, including a particularly 
rare example of the handwork of an enslaved 
person. “In 1855, an enslaved woman named 
Charity was ordered to make some clothing 
for enslaved children, and she diverted from 
the directions she was given to make the 
clothes in her own way,” Smith recounts. 

“She was punished for her disobedience, 
and the offending clothes put in a trunk 
and stashed in the attic, where they lay 
untouched, until only recently seeing the 
light of day.” Lucky Number: 2027060001.

These clothes are extremely precious 
artifacts, and a sample is on display as part 
of the new interpretive material that has 
been created in the Shadows visitors center 
across from the property. The visitor center 
building also houses the Iberia African 
American Historical Society, a resident 
partner to the Shadows that collaborates on 
education programs, making the plantation 
that was once the center of life for many 
African Americans a center of information 
for their descendants.

That new interpretative display, 
created by Shadows Senior Manager of 
Interpretation & Education Adam Foreman, 
Senior Manager of Operations & Marketing 
Jayd Buteaux, and graphic designer  

John Warner Smith, Executive Director

Adam Foreman, 
Shadows Senior 
Manager of 
Interpretation  
& Education

An extensive 
interpretive 
display in the 
visitor center 
shines light on 
the thousand-
plus enslaved 
persons in the 
plantation’s 
history.

Vendors 
nestled against 
the antebellum 
mansion for a 
semi-annual 
Arts and 
Craft Fair, 
which brings 
hundreds of 
visitors to  
The Shadows 
each spring 
and fall.

Shadows-on-the-Teche scion Weeks Hall, who 
donated the mansion to the public, lies in rest in 
the family plot, kept company on a lovely fall day 
by the property’s semi-annual Arts and Craft Fair.



Bright Ideas  
for Energy-Saving 
Holiday Lighting

SWITCH TO  
LED LIGHTS

One of the easiest ways to save 
energy and reduce costs is by 
swapping out old incandescent 
lights for LED holiday lights. 
Not only do LEDs use up to 75 
percent less energy, but they also 
last much longer, which means 
you won’t have to replace them 
as frequently. Additionally, LED 
bulbs are cooler to the touch, 
reducing the risk of overheating 
or causing accidental fires.

USE TIMERS TO CONTROL 
LIGHTING HOURS

It’s easy to forget to turn off your 
holiday lights, especially when 
you’re busy enjoying the festivities. 
Installing timers on your indoor and 
outdoor light displays ensures that 

you won’t waste energy by leaving 
them on all night or when you’re 
away from home. Plus, you’ll prolong 
the lifespan of your decorations. 
Lucky Number: 1219117001.

If timers aren’t an option, then 
unplug when not in use. Consider 
a daily reminder alert on your 
phone to reduce the risk of 
overheating or electrical fires.

AVOID OVERLOADING 
CIRCUITS AND OUTLETS

When setting up holiday lights, it’s 
important to distribute the electrical 
load evenly. To avoid an overload, 
read the wattage recommendations 
for each product and make sure 
you’re not exceeding the capacity 
of your outlets or extension cords.
Lucky Number: 2102280001.

The holiday season is a time for  
celebration, and nothing sets the 
mood quite like festive lighting. 
But while decorating can be fun,  
it’s important to make smart lighting  
choices so you can enjoy a dazzling display without  
worrying about high energy bills or potential hazards.

Here are some simple and effective tips to help 
you light up your holidays safely and efficiently.

1

2

3

4
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Consider using surge 
protectors for added 
safety, and always opt 
for GFCI (ground fault 
circuit interrupter) outlets 
when running lights 
outdoors to protect against 
electrical shock and 
weather-related issues.

COMBINE LIGHTS 
WITH REFLECTIVE 

DECORATIONS
Maximize the effect of your 
lights by combining them 
with reflective or metallic 
decorations. Tinsel, mirrors, 
and shiny ornaments can 
amplify the glow of your 
lights, allowing you to 
use fewer strands without 
sacrificing brightness.  
This little trick helps create 
a festive look while using 
less energy overall. Lucky 
Number: 1037848202.

By following these 
simple tips, you can 
enjoy a holiday season 
filled with sparkle — 
without the shock of 
high energy bills or the 
worry of safety hazards. 
Happy decorating! 
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racks about halfway through the baking 
time. Transfer the baking sheets to wire 
racks and let cool for 5 minutes, then care-
fully transfer the cookies to the racks and let 
cool completely before serving.

Dark Chocolate-Hazelnut 
Fudge
Makes about 36 squares

Unsalted butter for the pan,  
plus 4 tbs. (2 oz.)

	1 	 (14-oz.) can sweetened condensed milk
	8 	 ounces bittersweet chocolate, coarsely 

chopped
3/4 	 cup jarred chocolate-hazelnut spread
1/2 	 tsp. kosher salt
	3/4 	 cup plus 2 tbs. (4 oz.) hazelnuts, toasted, 

skinned and coarsely chopped
	1 	 tsp. instant expresso powder
	Flaky sea salt, for sprinkling

Butter an 8-inch square straight-
sided metal baking pan, then line it with 
parchment paper, allowing a 2-inch 
overhang on all sides.

Place the 4 tablespoons (2 ounces) 
butter, condensed milk, chocolate, 
chocolate-hazelnut spread, and kosher salt 
in a heatproof bowl set over (not touching) 
gently simmering water in a saucepan. Heat, 
stirring often, until the chocolate is fully 
melted, and the mixture is well blended  
and smooth, Remove from the heat.

Using a rubber spatula, fold 3/4 cup 
of the hazelnuts and the espresso powder 
into the chocolate mixture until evenly 
distributed.

Spoon the chocolate mixture into the 
prepared pan and, using an offset spatula, 
smooth the top or make a little wave 
pattern. Sprinkle the top evenly with a little 
sea salt and then with the remaining  
2 tablespoons hazelnuts, Refrigerate for 
about 2 hours, until firm.

Using the parchment-paper overhang, 
lift the fudge out of the pan and place on a 
cutting board. Using a sharp knife, 
cut into about 36 (1¼ inch) 
squares.

Transfer each square to a 
confectionary cup, arrange 
cups in an airtight container, 
and store in the refrigerator for 
up to 3 weeks. Let sit at room 
temperature for about 15 minutes 
before serving.

Bourbon and Maple  
Chocolate Truffles
Makes about 42 truffles

	¾	 cup heavy cream
	3	 tbs. bourbon
	3	 tbs. maple syrup
	2 	 tbs. firmly packed golden brown sugar
	4 	 tbs. (2 oz.) unsalted butter,  

cut into small cubes
	8 	 ounces bittersweet chocolate, finely 

chopped
	½	 tsp. kosher salt
	¼	 cup Dutch-process cocoa powder

In a small saucepan, combine the 
cream, bourbon, maple syrup and brown 
sugar; place over medium-low heat;  
bring just to a simmer and then place  
off the heat.

In a medium glass dish (a 9 inch pie 
dish works well), combine the butter, 
chocolate and salt. Pour the warm cream 
mixture over the chocolate mixture. Let 
sit for a couple of minutes, then stir gently 
until the mixture is melted and it’s well 
blended and smooth. Refrigerate, uncov-
ered for about 2 hours or until firm.

Line an airtight storage container with 
parchment paper and set it near your work-
space. Sift the cocoa powder into a small, 
shallow bowl.

Using an ice cream scoop or two 
teaspoons, scoop up a small amount of the 
chocolate mixture and quickly roll it be-
tween your palms into a ball about ¾ inch 
in diameter. Gently drop the truffle into the 
cocoa powder, turn to coat evenly and then 
place in the prepared container.  
Store in the refrigerator for up to 3 weeks. 
Let sit at room temperature for  
15 minutes before serving.

One of the best traditions of the holiday 
season is Christmas cookies, baking, 
gifting and eating them. Whether 
you have traditional favorites from 
childhood or want something different, 
Elisabet der Nederlanden’s Holiday 
Cookies cookbook offers 50 recipes 
from classics to international cookies.

Almond Ricciarelli Cookies
Makes about 30 cookies

	½	 cup confectioner’s sugar
1	2 	oz. almond paste
	1¼ 	cups granulated sugar
	¼	 tsp. kosher salt
	2 	 egg whites
1/2		 tsp. almond extract
	¾	 cup almond flour

	
Position two oven racks, evenly spaced, 

in the middle of the oven and preheat the 
oven 350ºF. Line two baking sheets with 
parchment paper.

Sift the confectioner’s sugar into a small, 
shallow bowl and set aside.

Using the large holes on a flat grater, 
coarsely grate the almond paste. Transfer to 
a food processor, add the granulated sugar 
and process for about 1 minute, until the 
almond paste is smooth and the sugar is 
evenly distributed. Add the salt, egg whites 
and almond extract and process until well 
blended. Scrape the mixture into a bowl, 
and using a rubber spatula, fold in the 
almond flour until thoroughly combined.

Scoop the dough into a ball the size of 
an unshelled walnut, then drop the ball into 
confectioner’s sugar, roll to coat evenly, and 
place on a prepared baking sheet. Repeat, 
placing fifteen cookies, evenly spaced, on 
each sheet. Lightly flatten each ball with  
the palm of your hand.

Bake the cookies for about 25 minutes, 
until they start to take on a little color, 
switching the baking sheets between the 

For extra copies of these 

recipes or to email a copy 

to a friend, visit SLEMCO 

POWER magazine at  

SLEMCO.com.

let's get COOKING



in AcadianaHappy holidays

*Event dates and times are subject to change per event or organization. 
Lucky Number: 3035086002

Christmas 
Nov 15 - Dec 22 / Breaux Bridge / CHRISTMAS 
AT BRIDGE POINT. Drive through Christmas 
lights display. Wednesday-Sunday 6 - 10pm. 
Tickets car/truck $25, van $40. (337) 303-7272. 
www.bridgepointfarms.com

Nov 24 / New Iberia / SOUNDS OF THE 
SEASON. Christmas concert with Acadiana 
Symphony Orchestra. Presented by the Iberia 
Cultural Resources Association. St. Peter's 
Catholic Church. FREE. 3 to 4:30pm.  
(337) 298-7964. www.iberiacultural.com

Nov 30 / Opelousas / LIGHTING OF THE 
OAKS. St. Landry Parish Courthouse Square. 
Visit downtown Opelousas when they plug in  
the lights. Photos with Santa. Art, food and  
crafts, activities for the kids. 3:30pm to 6:30pm. 
www.cajuntravel.com

Nov 29 - Jan 5 / Lafayette / BASIN ARTS 
WINDOW WONDERLAND. A fine art installa-
tion that transforms Downtown Lafayette com-
mercial display windows into stunning visual dis-
plays. This year’s theme is Traditions to Treasure.

Dec 1 / St. Martinville / GARDEN CLUB 
CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES. Tour 
Presbytere at St. Martin de Tours, enjoy the 
church square, historic homes and buildings.  
1 to 5pm. Marketplace and tour for ticket holders 
only. Tickets $10. (337) 330-6250

Dec 1 / Lafayette / LOUISIANA CHRISTMAS 
DAY. Heymann Performing Arts Center. Concert  
featuring internationally acclaimed bass-baritone 
Andre Courville and the Atchafalaya Orchestra. 
Special guests Grammy-nominated trio Sweet 
Cecilia, Louisiana Red's star vocalist Jennifer 
Kaye, Grammy nominated accordionist Corey 
Ledet, and others. 6pm. Tickets at  
www.heymanncenter.com/events

Dec 1 - Dec 31 / New Iberia / VICTORIAN 
CHRISTMAS AT RIP VAN WINKLE 
GARDENS. Tour the Joseph Jefferson Home  
decorated for the holiday season. 9am to 5pm. 
(337) 359-8525. www.ripvanwrinklegardens.com

Dec 1 - 23 / Lafayette / NOEL ACADIEN  
AU VILLAGE. Acadian Village hosts its 23-night 
Christmas festival fundraiser to benefit LARC.  
5:30 to 9pm. $10 at the gate; $8 in advance. 
AcadianVillage.org

Dec 2 / Scott / OLD FASHIONED 
CHRISTMAS AT CITY HALL. Lighting of the 
Christmas tree, photos with Santa, music, food 
vendors, activities in and around the Patriots 
Pavilion. 6 to 8pm. (337) 280-9570.

Dec 9 / New Iberia / VERY BERRY CHRISTMAS 
QUEST. Family scavenger hunt. Collect stickers will 
be entered in a drawing to win prizes. 9am to 4pm. 
PANCAKES & PJS WITH SANTA. Sliman Theater. 
Spend a morning with Santa and Mrs. Claus. Photo-
ops, food, face painting, story time. Advance tickets 
will be sold. 8 to 11am. QUEEN CITY CHRISTMAS 
PARADE. 100,000+ light display. Lee Street to 
Jefferson Street. Floats, dance schools and band  
performances. 5:30 to 7:30pm. Parade begins 5:30pm. 
(337) 207-5670. www.iberiachamber.org.

Dec 14 / Washington / CHRISTMAS IN 
WASHINGTON. Main Street. Live music, DJ, kids 
games, face painting and balloon artistry. 10am - 
7pm. Santa arrives 1pm. Christmas tree lighting 7pm. 

Dec 14 / Lafayette / SUGAR PLUM MARKET. 
Cajundome. Boutique clothing, home, holiday,  
garden decor, gourmet food items, jewelry. Tickets  
at Cajundome Box office 10am to 4:30pm.

Dec 14 / Lafayette / ARTS & FLEAS  
HOLIDAY ART MARKET. Parc de Lafayette  
and Parc Sans Souci. 6 - 8pm.

Dec 14 / Abbeville / CAJUN CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATION. Downtown. Live music,  
shopping, kids crafts and vendors. 1 - 8pm.  
Parade begins 5:30pm. (337) 893-6798.

Dec 14 / Breaux Bridge / CHRISTMAS  
ARTWALK IN PARIS. Downtown. Wander the 
60-plus vendor booths that capture your fancy,  
and enjoy live music, drinks, bites, and more.  
4 - 8pm. www.breauxbridgeartwalk.com

Dec 14 / Lafayette / THE CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
FEATURING MARC BROUSSARD. Heymann 
Performing Arts Center. Presented by Acadiana 
Symphony Orchestra. 7 - 9pm. Tickets through 
Heymann Box Office (337) 291-5555. 

Dec 14 & 15 / Lafayette / THE NUTCRACKER. 
Heymann Performing Arts Center. Saturday 7pm. 
Sunday 2pm. Tickets at www.lafayetteballettheatre.org

Dec 15 / Lafayette / THE LIVING NATIVITY at the 
Cathedral of St. John, 914 St. John St. 6 - 9pm.

Dec 13, 14, 15 / Lafayette / CHRISTMAS  
IN THE PARK. Moncus Park. Music by Chubby 
Carrier, Gerald Gruenig and Gentilly Zydeco. Local 
choirs, kids activities, Santa photos, s’mores stations. 
$20 on-site parking fundraiser. FREE parking and 
service shuttle next to Blackham Coliseum. 6 - 9pm. 
www.moncuspark.org/christmas

Dec 31 / Lafayette / CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
OF ACADIANA 28TH ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S 
NOON CARNIVAL AND COUNTDOWN.  
10am - 2pm. $16/person.

Dec 3 / Scott / CHRISTMAS AT WEST 
VILLAGE. Enjoy live entertainment, Christmas 
shopping from local pop-up shops, kids' activities, 
pictures with Santa, and more. FREE. 6 to 9pm.

Dec 5 - 6 / Eunice / ECCBC CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT at the First Baptist Church. Head 
to Eunice to celebrate the holiday season at this 
spectacular, family-friendly concert and choir. 7pm. 
(337) 457-1776, www.cajuntravel.com

Dec 6 - 7 / Grand Coteau / CHRISTMAS 
IN COTEAU. On the beautiful campus of the 
Academy of the Sacred Heart and Berchmans 
Academy. Holiday shopping, pictures with Santa  
and gumbo cook-off. Admission $12. Opens 10am. 
www.ash1821.org/events/christmas-at-coteau

Dec 6 / TWINKLE LIGHT NIGHT at Children’s 
Museum of Acadiana. 6 - 8pm. $12/person.

Dec 6 / Lafayette / MERRY & BRIGHT HOLIDAY 
EXPERIENCE. Featuring Chubby Carrier’s 
Christmas Concert. Parc Sans Souci 6 -9pm. 
DowntownLafayette.org

Dec 7 / Carencro / CHRISTMAS IN CARENCRO. 
DASHER, DANCER, PRANCER 5K RUN. 
Starts at Carencro Community Center. Benefits 
St. Jude. 8am. CARENCRO CHRISTMAS 
PARADE. Carencro Community Center. Free 
photos with Santa. Kiwanis gift giveaway. 11am. 
OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS CANDYLAND. 
Downtown Carencro at the Patriots Pavilion behind 
City Hall. Games, crafts, snow, photos and more. 
Food vendors and hot chocolate. 6 - 8pm.  
www.carencro.org. Lucky Number: 4501740005

Dec 7 / Broussard / NOEL A BROUSSARD. 
Downtown Broussard. Join us in front of Broussard 
City Hall for reindeer games, face painting, Papa 
Noel's Market. 3 - 7pm. Parade begins 3pm. Annual 
lighting of the community Christmas tree. 6:30pm.

Dec 7 / Abbeville / ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
STROLL. Shopping and dining, Santa Claus, music, 
white lights all within the decorated downtown 
historic district. 5:30 to 8pm. 337-898-4110 or  
www.vermilion.org/events

Dec 8 / Lafayette / SONIC CHRISTMAS 
PARADE. Downtown. Starts at the Jefferson Street 
underpass, down Jefferson Street to Johnston on  
to the Oil Center. Parade begins 1pm.

Dec 8 / Delcambre / MAIN STREET 
CHRISTMAS PARADE. Christmas on the Bayou 
Parade with Santa Claus, marching bands and dance 
groups. 2 - 4pm. (337) 519-2541.
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